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My father having sold a great deal of timber in the old park, and reduced his park to so narrow a compass just before the house, that the deer did not live or increase to any number, I added some field land to it, which I exchanged with the tenants for other land with a brow, or cliff of wood, belonging to the common, all lying to the south, and compassed it well with a stone wall.
Mr. Strickland, housekeeper of the manor of York to the King, and his receiver of the duty of hearth-money, having died, I desired my Lord Burlington to speak to the Duke of York to beg the succession of both those places for me. The Duke told his lordship that if he had but mentioned it two hours sooner it had been done, for his Majesty had granted it to another but so long-before.
I had been for some time in commission of the peace for the West Eiding, and had refused to be sworn to avoid the trouble as well as to gain time to study the statute law ; at last finding it of some use to one's self as others, and being much importuned by friends to take it upon me, I was this year sworn, and have since endeavoured to acquit myself of that office according to my duty.
It was this summer that the Princess of Orleans, the King's sister, came over to Dover, where the King, the Duke of York, and the whole Court, went to meet her. It was here that she confirmed his highness the Duke in the popish religion, of which he had not as yet been suspected; and it was said to be one of the greatest arguments, that his mother the Queen had commanded him upon her last blessing to profess that religion. Before that he was thought rather inclined to favour the Presbyterians ; for not long before, a Nonconformist minister being prosecuted at Pontefract sessions for preaching in conventicle upon the statute, it was reported that both his highness and the Duke of Buckingham (then principal minister of State) had written in his favour to the